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Abstract
Article Type: The proliferation of artificial intelligence, big data, and algorithmic
Research Article technologies has transformed social and political structures, marking
Ali Moradi Bahmaei a transition from the network society to the algorithmic society.
Assistant Professor, Department of Examining the implications of this transformation for the political
Political Science, Imam Hossein sociology of Iran and identifying plausible future trajectories
University, Tehran, Iran. constitute a strategic necessity for policymakers and researchers.
Email: moradialijan@gmail.com The present study aims to identify the key drivers affecting the

transformation of Iran's political sociology in the age of artificial
intelligence and to delineate plausible scenarios through the horizon
of 1420 (2041). In terms of purpose, this research is applied; in terms
of nature, it is futures-oriented and exploratory. Data were collected
through the review of scholarly documents, expert interviews, and
the convening of an expert panel. Subsequently, using MICMAC
structural analysis, the influence and dependence of the drivers were
assessed, and future scenarios were ultimately formulated. The
findings indicated that "Al development,” "public trust,” "data-
driven governance," "digital social capital," "technology regulation,"
and "digital literacy" are the most significant drivers of the future of
Iran's political society. Based on the two critical uncertainties—
"level of Al development" and "level of social trust and political
legitimacy"—four scenarios were derived: "Smart and Participatory
Iran," "Controlled Algorithmic Society," "Digital Stagnation and
Social Divergence,” and "Smart Social Reconstruction.” The results
indicate that the most probable future for Iran is the scenario of
Smart Social Reconstruction, in which technological development is
accompanied by the enhancement of social capital and data-driven

governance.
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