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Economic Dynamics, Spatial Justice and Spatial Policy in
Shaping Future Cities: Foresight for Sustainable Urban

Development

Abstract
Article Type: Rapid urbanization, climate change, technological advancements,
Research Article declining natural resources, and increasing spatial inequalities have

highlighted the need to reconsider urban planning approaches and
Samira Doustmohammadi focus on the future of cities. The complexity of these transformations
Department of Geography, Payame and the uncertainties associated with them indicate that relying
Noor Universtiy, Tehran, Iran. solely on past trends is insufficient to address future urban needs.

Email: s.doostmohammadi@pnu.ac.ir | Therefore, futures studies plays an important role in sustainable
urban planning by identifying key drivers, critical uncertainties, and
potential scenarios. This article aims to explain the dimensions
influencing the formation of future cities by examining the
relationship between the economy, spatial justice, and spatial
planning within the framework of sustainable urban development.
The findings of the literature review indicate that urban
sustainability requires interaction and coordination among these
domains. The urban economy provides the foundations for
sustainable development through employment generation, economic
diversification, the provision of sustainable financial resources, and
the promotion of a knowledge-based and circular economy.
Furthermore, the natural, climatic, demographic, locational, and
network characteristics of each region determine the opportunities
and constraints of urban development. Spatial planning also
contributes to reducing spatial inequalities and preventing
unbalanced urban expansion by organizing the distribution of
population, economic activities, infrastructure, services, and land
uses. According to the findings, future cities must be resilient,
flexible, smart, low-carbon, polycentric, and participatory to achieve
sustainability, while leveraging the potential of green and
knowledge-based economies. Ultimately, institutionalizing futures
studies within urban planning systems and integrating it into the
continuous decision-making process are essential requirements for
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